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AMEMBASSY ROME 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 04404 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAIR, CA, GW, IT, UK 

SUBJECT: GERMAN DEFENSE MINISTER S VIEWS ON NEW FIGHTER 
AIRPLANE DEAL 

1 . DURING VISIT TO OTTAWA SEPT. 7, THE PRESS REPORTED 

FRG DEFENSE MINISTER HANS APEL SAID WEST GERMAN TRADE WITH 
CANADA WILL BE UNHARMED IF THE GOC REJECTS THE PANAVIA 
TORNADO AIRCRAFT IN THE 2.3 BILLION DOLLAR COMPETITION FOR 
A NEW CANADIAN FIGHTER PLANE. WHEN ASKED IF LOSING THE 
TORNADO ORDER MIGHT AFFECT FUTURE FRG INVESTMENT IN CANADA. 

APEL SAID "CERTAINLY NOT.. .PRIVATE (FRG) INVESTORS FOLLOW 
TO A LARGE EXTENT THEIR OWN INTERESTS AND I’M SURE THEY 
WILL CONTINUE TO INVEST IN CANADA”. HE ALSO POINTED OUT 
"...I'M NOT THE SALESMAN OF EUROPEAN INDUSTRY..." "EVEN 
IF WE DON'T GET THE ORDER WE WON'T DIE...OUR OFFER IS 
FAIR... WE WON'T RUN INTO UNSURMOUNT ABLE PROBLEMS IF WE 
DON'T GET THE ORDER." APEL INDICATED, HOWEVER. THAT IF 
THE PANAVIA AIRCRAFT WERE NOT PURCHASED, CANADA WOULD 
LOSE BENEFITS FROM THE FRG SUPPORTED TORNADO PROGRAM, 

SUCH AS TRAINING OF FRG PILOTS AT CANADIAN FORCES BASE AT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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COLD LAKE, ALBERTA. 

2. ONE ARTICLE NOTED THE PANAVIA CONSORTIUM HAS SAID IT IS 
OFFERING INDUSTRIAL OFFSET BENEFITS TO CANADIAN INDUSTRY 
WORTH SOME 6 BILLION DOLLARS IF IT RECEIVES THE NEW 
FIGHTER PLANE CONTRACT. ENDERS 
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